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Definition
Community development refers to the development of local areas and local 
communities socially and economically through the efforts of local citizens and 
residents.

Community development
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❑ Community development is locally based and lead by a local community 
organisation or team 

❑ They create a community development plan and raises finance through grants from 
state agencies 

❑ It involves collective actions to solve their economic and social problems through a 
spirit of enterprise and self-reliance

❑ Community development is about self-help and the overall aim is to improve the 
local social and economic infrastructure.

Community development
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❑ Creates employment in local areas which increases the standard of living and 
creates better job security in the area

❑ Spin off business new businesses open in the community as a multiplier effect, e.g., 
suppliers, transport

❑ Increase in disposable income creates a higher demand for goods and services and 
will encourage other businesses to set up in the area

❑ Creates social cohesion resulting in less crime, alienation and social decay
❑ Creates entrepreneurs by encouraging locals to be proactive and set up other 

businesses
❑ Creates extra tax revenue so the Government has more to spend on local schools, 

and hospitals etc.
❑ Improves the local infrastructure. as local rates, taxes and service charges contribute 

to the development of local infrastructure.

Benefits of community development

Employment, cohesion, entrepreneurs



www.myleavingcert.iemy

❑ Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) promote entrepreneurship and aim to help existing 
and start-up businesses by offering services such as advice, support, mentoring and 
financial assistance

❑ Partnership companies were established to tackle growing unemployment in 
particular areas of the country. They develop and support services and programmes 
for unemployed people e.g., new business support, training and access to education

❑ Leader Plus is an EU initiative to assist rural communities. Grant aid is provided to 
support rural communities and local businesses

❑ Teagasc is the 'Agriculture and Food Development Authority' and provides research, 
advice and training to the agriculture and food industry, and rural communities

❑ SOLAS is the 'Further Education and Skills Service' and it works closely with regional 
skills networks to meet the emerging skills needs of each region.

Support for community development
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Task:
There are 31 LEOs in Ireland. Find your local office and review the current services on offer for 
businesses e.g., starting or growing a business, training offers, support and advice.

Community development and 
Local Enterprise Offices

Local Enterprise Office

https://www.localenterprise.ie/
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Exam question - 2021 Section 3

Question 2 - Domestic environment
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Answer - 2021 Section 3 Q2 (i)
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Answer - 2021 Section 3 Q2 (ii)

my
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What is ‘Myleavingcert’?
https://www.myleavingcert.ie/

Myleavingcert is a series of flexible, high quality on-line resources, aimed at 
helping students improve their grades and fill in knowledge gaps.

What is included?

✓ Key facts in each topic to help students check knowledge and identify gaps
✓ Important definitions highlighted in every section
✓ Detailed revision notes organised by topic
✓ Original diagrams aimed to clarify topics and promote understanding
✓ Audio files to make revision more flexible 
✓ Quizzes provided at the end of each topic aimed at improving retention
✓ All available exam questions included by topic, helping to focus the study.

Benefits for students

Students have all the information they need in one place.
'Myleavingcert' allows access to information at any time of the day or night on 
any device.
Our priority is to support, motivate and encourage students to be in control of 
their learning.

myleavingcert.ie

https://www.myleavingcert.ie/

